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Pastor Mark Liscom

Freedom

This has been a busy week for me, and I’m not really able to conjure up anymore
thoughts at this point. So I'll just Let Martin Luther speak to you today on what it
means to be free:

For Freedom Christ has set us free (Galatians 5:1)

Christ has set us free, not from some human slavery or tyrannical authority but
from the judgement of God. Where? In the conscience. This is where our freedom
comes to a halt: it goes no further. For Christ has set us free, not for a political freedom
or a freedom of the flesh but for a theological or spiritual freedom. Our conscience is
free and joyful, unafraid of the wrath to come (Matthew 3:7) this is the most genuine
freedom, it is immeasurable. For who can express what a great gift it is for someone
to be able to declare that God neither is nor ever will be wrathful but will forever be a
gracious and merciful Father for the sake of Christ?

Martin Luther (Lectures on Galatians 5:1a)

Blessings to you, and God’s freedom in Christ,

Pastor Mark,
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3 YouTube

Have you heard? We have our own YouTube channel! You don’t have to worry about missing
worship or a service, because the videos are now on YouTube.

You can search for St. Paul Lutheran Diller on YouTube, or go directly to the website:
www.youtube.com/@St.PaullLutheranChurchDille-n4p. Keep up with church events on our website or Facebook page.

Worship Committee — Council

Birthdays & Anniversaries — Jane Pretzer
WELCA Coffee List - Elizabeth Roelfs

Editor, Typist, Calendar and Assembly of the Newscaster:
Kendra K. Weers

Newscaster Reporters
Church Council - Brian Weers
WELCA - Peggy Hemphill
Work Day — Carolyn Schultis
Christian Education and VBS - Elizabeth Roelfs, Sheri Schultis
and Kristen Hennerberg
Youth News — Aubrey Roelfs, Xavier Zabokrtsky, Kendra K Weers

Treasurer's Report — Allen Roelfs
Eunice Circle - Irene Gibson

Mutual Ministry Committee — Council
Personals — Elizabeth Roelfs
Acolyte List — Pastor Mark Liscom

Worship Assistants & Greeters Lists — Sherry Henrichs
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Sponsors for the March Newscaster are
Bob and Viane Wellsandt

in Honor of their 50 We&fpﬁry Armiversary on March 27

&?}’M/

Chavlie and 9an Whitehead
in Honor of their 50% We/&ﬁry Anniversary on March 6

Happy Golden Anniversary to all of you! We thank you for your sponsorship and support.
All but seven sponsorships for 2026 have been fulfilled, THANK YOU to all our sponsors!

Sponsorships for 2027 will be available for sign-up starting in August. Please note that due to higher postage costs,
sponsorships for 2026 are $40 per sponsorship, or $80 per issue, and will increase in 2027 to $45 per sponsor.
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Some of our church members would like
to hear from you! Cardsfletters are
welcome to:

Delmar and Phyllis are staying with their
daughter Elizabeth and her husband Jeff.

Their address is:
Rev. Dr. Delmar and Phyllis Wiemers

World Day of Prayer world Day

will be held on Friday,
March 6, 2026, at the d

Methodist Church in

Odell, beginning at

7pm. All women of our

church are invited to

] Of Prayer
This is always an enlightening event

and wonderful fellowship with women

from other local churches.

Holy Week Schedule
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Sunclag, APril 5

clo Elizabeth Cooper
1426 Hurley Pond Ln.
Valrico FL 33596

Kendra S. Weers address:

Madonna Rehabilitation
Omaha Campus
17500 Burke St, # L 23

Hospital

Easter Lilies

_ If you would like to bring an Easter Lily to help decorate the sanctuary for
Easter Worship and want to be included on the bulletin insert, please bring
| your plant labeled as to who it’s from and sign the sheet in the Narthex by
| noon on Saturday, April 4. Please include your name and the designation.
' The information will be included in the insert for the bulletin. Thank you to
those who sponsor plants.

Omaha, NE 68118
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St. Paul Lutheran Church Council Minutes for February 17, 2026

Council members present were Brian Weers, Doug Schmidt, Jamie Schultis, Allen Roelfs, Pastor Mark Liscom,
Scott Pretzer, Charlie Barber and Briana Mahit on speaker phone. God Sightings were shared and Pastor Mark opened
with a prayer. Gary called the meeting to order. Allen moved to approve the minutes with one correction, stated date
was 22" and it is the 21%, was seconded by Charlie. Motion passed.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Allen reported that bills are paid and reconciled, we are down to $649.31 in cash — account is very tight, but Scott
still has a couple deposits to make. We need about $10,500 in Current each month to meet the budget. We are still in the
black and thank the Congregation for its support. Some donations have been received for the concrete project. Allen
received a card about Kraft Memorial Grant again, so could apply for that also. Brian moved to accept the Treasurer’s
Report and it was seconded by Gary. Motion passed.,

NEW OFFICERS were elected. Vice-Chair, Scott Pretzer; Secretary, Brian Weers; Treasurer, Briana Mahrt;
Memorial Treasurer, Charlie Barber; Financial Secretary, Jamie Schultis; Financial Reporter, Doug Schmidt.

NEW COMMITTEE COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES were nominated and elected. Christian Education,
Jamie Schultis; Memorial, Charlie Barber; Property, Doug Schmidt; Communication and Outreach, Brian Weers: Music
and Worship, Briana Mahrt.

MEMORIAL TREASURER’S REPORT
Thrivent account total as of January 1 is $29,174.59. Memorial account balance is $21,297.12. Shadow box will

go in to production in March.
PASTOR’S REPORT

3 Worship services, 3 mini-classes on Lutheran Theology, 1 Annual Meeting, 2 Confirmation classes, 1 First
Communion class, 3 communions, 1 week of Vacation, Church Council Retreat, 2 Text Studies. Women's Bible Study
on Mondays is great.
VICE CHAIRMAN REPORT

No report,
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Christian Education — No report.
Music & Worship — No report.
Memorial — Report in the Memorial Treasurer’s Report above.
Property — Lottman asked about parking lot details, they plan on completing it soon.
Communication & Outreach — Did not meet.
Food Stand — Did not meet.
OLD BUSINESS

Discussed fish fry first Lenten Meal by Council, 6-7pm on Wednesday. Had a sign-up sheet for who would bring
what items. Discussed Confirmation Class on Lenten Service nights. Pastor said they would rather have class then come
to church service. Pastor is unsure what to do, what will work, Stated he will tell the Confirmation students that we
would like them to attend Church.
NEW BUSINESS

Received a request from the school for Post Prom donation, we did $300 last year. It was moved by Jamie and
seconded by Doug to do the same donation (Platinum level) again, motion passed.

We received and read Thank You's from BVCA and the Wymore Food Pantry for the donations.

Snow removal for the new concrete was discussed, we will need to be more proactive when it is needed. Scott will
talk to Bob Wellsandt and we will do communication among ourselves for the rest of the year regarding snow
removal.

Pastor Mark mentioned Council Retreat topics. .

Pastor Mark suggested we think about Lay Leadeishlp He will work on putting a slide on the screen on Sunday
mornings with the upcoming week's activities and schedule. Youth Worship will be on a Wednesday night.
Also discussed politics as a threat.

The next council meeting was set for Tuesday, March 17" at 7:00pm and committees to meet at 6:30pm. Jamie
moved to adjourn the meeting and Charlie seconded. The meeting was adjourned and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
As of 2/16/2026 .

Current Balances Operating Expenses )

General Fund $ 649.31 Available Cash $ 649.31 3

Benevolence $ 660.20 Remaining Bills

Designations $ 6,578.33 None 0.00

Total $ 7,887.84 Remaining Bal  $ 649.31
Offering Summary

December January February

Current $ 10,008.60 $ 9,303.00 $ 6,087.80

Benevolence $ 1,938.40 $ 377.00 $ 283.20

Designated Funds $ 1,580.00 $ 275.00 $ 2.745.00

Totals $ 13,527.00 $ 9,955.00 $ 9,116.00

(partial month)

We need to receive $11,243.11 in CURRENT each month in order to meet our budget for 2026.

Eunice Circle

Eunice Circle met on February 9, 2026 at 1:30pm. Marla Weichel lead the Bible
Study.

"Now let us pray...Praying with our bodies." Learn about prayer practices based
on breathing techniques, the use of beads, and praying in different postures.

Our Bible texts were from Psalm 130, 131 and 132:7-8; Ezekiel 37:1-10; Luke
-‘ 1:39-56; and Romans 8:26-27.

We opened with Hymn, “O, Living Branch of God.” We closed with Hymn, “Precious Lord Take My Hand" and The
Lord’s Prayer.

Jane Pretzer called our meeting to order. Minutes were read and approved. Eight (8) members and one (1) guest
answered roll call. Our offering was $63.00. ,

Old Business: Jane Pretzer volunteered for Chairperson. Irene Gibson will continue as Recorder. Each Eunice
Circle member will give Bible Study lesson. Work Day is January 27th, 9am til Noon.

New Business: Ash Wednesday service on February 18th. Wilma Saathoff brought some quilt tops. Welcome
packet - will include the Newscaster, bulletins, Word in Season booklet, Church Directory, Pastor's Welcome and a
pen with the church's name on it. Had prayers for Shana Rickstrew.

After Grace, Mary Lou Curry served refreshments. March Hostess will be Sherry Henrichs.

Next Eunice Circle Meeting will be March 9th, 2026 at 1:30pm, December/January/February Book. Ardith Barber

will lead the Bible Study, February lesson, "Now let us pray", session two. ~ Irene Gibson, Recorder

Caring Thoughts

% Neil Meyer recently had joint replacement surgery. He is reported to be doing
well. We are thankful for a successful outcome.

%  We pray for healing for Delmar Wiemers as he recovers from a stroke. He and
Phyllis are living in Florida with their family and are surrounded by their caring
support, We share our loving thoughts.

% We hold in our prayers Barb Sasse who was seriously injured in a fall. We pray for healing and a full recovery and
support for her family during this difficult time.

% We jointly lift up our prayers for Kendra Weers as she works toward recovery. We include our love for her and the
entire family. This is hard for you all and we want you to know that you are surrounded by our passionate support.

Please remember in your prayers all of our members and extended church family who are not able to be with us,
those that are in assisted living and care centers and those who may be in need of God’s comfort, healing and peace:

Norris Gold, Ervin Hennerberg, Mary Sasse, Shana Rickstrew, Norman Balderson and Tyler Wolken
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St. Paul Women of the ELCA Unit Meeting
February 1, 2026
Following Worship

A Unit Meeting of the Women of the ELCA was held following the church service on Sunday, February 1, 2026, with 19
members present.

President Ardith Barber opened the meeting and the Purpose Statement of the Women of the ELCA was read in unison.

Minutes of the November 9, 2025, unit meeting were read by Secretary, Peggy Hemphill. Kendra K. Weers made a
motion and Beth Roelfs seconded to amend the minutes to read “Sherry Henrichs will be ordering all needed paper
products for funerals and have them available at the church,” striking the wording “for coffee fellowship and Crosswalk.”
| Seeing no other additions or corrections, the minutes were approved as read.

| Treasurer, Diane Wellsandt reported a balance on hand of $3,328.50. The Treasurer’s report was approved.

Correspondence — Nothing received.

Committee reports were given: Work Group — Sherry will be purchasing all paper supplies for funerals. Monthly Card
Project — Peggy handed out a new Card Service Project volunteer sign-up sheet for 2026 together with a list of names

| and addresses of recipients. Several names were added to the recipient list. There are still several months available.
The volunteer and address lists will be posted on the WELCA bulletin board in the fellowship hall. Volunteers for the next
several months are: February-Jeanette Bures; March-Leatha Christ; April-Julie Schmidt; May-Sherry Henrichs; June-

| Judy Landenberger; and July-Carolyn Schultis. Quilters Work Day — Carolyn reported that several more ladies have

| joined the group. Quilters Work Day meets on the 4th and 5" Tuesdays of each month from 9 a.m. until noon and any

| help is always appreciated. Baby Care Kits — Marcy and Ardie reported that Lutheran World Relief will only be
accepting NEW clothing now. Discussion was held whether to take monetary donations or donations of new clothing for
these kits. No decision was made at this time. A folder is located in the fellowship hall with a list of items that are
included in the Baby Care Kits and School Kits. School Kits — nothing to report. College Students — Beth Roelfs
volunteered to contact Sheri Schultis and work with her in continuing this project. Eunice Circle — meets on the second
Monday of each month. Norma Banahan has stepped down as Chairperson of this Circle. We thank Norma for all her
many years of dedication and time given in leading this group. Jane Pretzer will be taking over the business meeting
portion of Eunice Circle and Irene Gibson will continue as the main Bible study leader with other members taking turns
presenting the Bible studies. Kitchen —we are in need of coffee donations.

Old Business: The Food Drive collected $1,045.00 in cash which was divided equally between Blue Valley Community
Action in Fairbury and the Gage County Food Pantry in Wymore. Food items collected were taken to Blue Valley
| Community Action in Fairbury. Thank you to Sherry Henrichs for taking charge of this worthwhile project and for
delivering the items to Fairbury. Items collected for the annual Coat Drive were delivered to Lincoln People’s Gity
Mission after a few items were donated to the Diller-Odell Schools. Thank you to Kendra K. Weers for delivering these
items. Thank you to Beth Roelfs for being in charge of the Thank Offering Service. The Thank Offering collected was
$425.62. Our WELCA group provided and served donuts for fellowship hour following the Hanging of the Greens
service.

New Business: Ash Wednesday service will be February 18, 2026, with First Gommunion. WELCA will serve coffee
and cookies following the service. Volunteering to bring cookies were Kendra K., Jane, Deb, Jeanette and Marcy. World
Day of Prayer will be held on Friday, March 6, 2026, at the Odell Methodist Church. Spring Gathering is schedule for
March 14, 2026, at St. Paul Lutheran in Falls City. WELCA will serve the meal prior to the Lenten service on
Wednesday, March 4, 2026. Watch for a sign-up sheet on the table in the fellowship hall. A Mother's Bible Study will be
starting in the near future. Confirmation will be held on May 3, 2026, and WELCA will again provide Prayer Books to the

confirmands.
The offering for the day was $94. The date of our next meeting will be July 12, 2026, subject to change.

The meeting was closed with the Lord's Prayer.

~ Respectfully submitted,
Peggy Hemphill, Secretary




CrossWalk
Follows the Life of Jesus

« CrossWalk
o

The lessons in February have focused on the beginning of Jesus' ministry. He has called his 12
Disciples and we considered how we are called. His first miracle of water to wine helped us
understand the power Jesus has to change lives just like the water was changed. The story of
Nicodemus' night time visit pointed out how different the teachings of the Old Testament are to
the message of Jesus.

Students are nearing their pop tab goal. They each come from different levels of belief and
understanding but they are all growing in faith, learning to pray and state what they believe and
most of all, they are learning that they are welcomed and loved by God.

Thanks to all who work so hard to carry out this ministry. ~ Submitted by Beth Roelfs

High Achievers and Youth Activities

CONGRATULATIONS!!
Congratulations to Mallory Denner for being named to the honors list at Concordia University in Seward for the
fall semester. She is currently completing her student teaching and will graduate this spring. We look forward to the

wonderful impact you will have through your teaching career.
e The Diller-Odell chapter of the Ay
National Honor Society held their | WONOR SOCIETY
induction ceremony on February
12 with a large number of
inductees. Peyton Denner, from our
church, is a member of NHS

Our Diller-Odell girls and
boys basketball teams had
great seasons and fought hard
at Districts. We are so proud of
all of you and watching your
progress through the season!

Our Diller-Odell Speech Team has had a busy month of
competitions, and have done very well! The team placed second
in the MUDECAS tournament, and our church members of Josie
Hennerberg, Creyton Heidemann and Libby Huwaldt received
medals in various competitions. Speech is a difficult and
important skill, and they are meeting the challenge!
Congratulations on your many achievements, and good luck in
March with District and State competitions!

Magnums, Deere
and Trucks, Oh My!

On February 27, it was “Drive Your § s

Tractor to School Day” as part of {&.s2%
National FFA Week. Tractor Row at

Diller-Odell is always a sight to behold.




Thoughts of Comfort and Sympathy

We hold the family of Mark Zaborkrtsky in our hearts as they mourn his passing on February 26.
May the loving actions and words of comfort help Shawn, Jill, Xavier and Griffin find peace at this
time of goodbye.

We share words of comfort with the family of Mikel "Mike" Balderson who passed away on
February 26 following a lengthy fight against cancer. We hold faith in our belief of eternal life, but, the
earthly good-bye is a painful reality to embrace. Loving thoughts with all who are on this path.

" Deepest
Sympathy

Confirmation Class,  Confirmation classes during Lent will meet briefly after worship services on Wednesdays. Holy Week

will begin on Palm Sunday, March 29 and go to Easter, April 5. April classes will be Wednesdays, with

— 1 Confirmation Sunday to take place on May 3. Please see the Newscaster and the Church websma on ’rhe
Confirmation page for more information.

4/ < >

the Easter Sunday breakfast. It is on the calendar for April 5. For updates or changes, please see the church

The Youth will have their Sweetheart Supper on March 1 and a meeting in late March for preparation of
website, texts or Facebook. Y@u h

Council Retreat
. On February 14, our new, returning, and outgoing Council members
gathered for a retreat centered on prayer, reflection, and planning for the
future of our church. Together, we completed a SWOT analysis, identifying
4 N strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats. Council members
8 expressed deep appreciation for the many strengths of our congregation,
including CrossWalk, recent building improvements, and most importantly,
| the faithful people who make up our church family. The conversation
provided meaningful direction for continued work in the months ahead.
Special thanks to the Wayne Lineweber family for gracious use of their
cabin along the Big Blue River in Holmesville and the meal they prepared
for us. We truly appreciate their hospitality!

ATTENTION GRADUATES!!!! | — DeEk N i Iic Kingtionit
%“ @ e God" was sung by the Choir on

Have/Are You, your Child, or Grandchild _ W February 8™,
graduated/graduating in December, May or June? \ o e ‘?V 2y It is wonderful to hear our choir

We want them on our Graduation Board! sing during worship. Special
music will be shared during

worship on the second Sunday of
the month.

Pictures and information for the board are being accepted
until May 25 (if you want your picture and info in the
Newscaster), and the information needed is the name (First,
Middie, Last) of the graduate, parents’ or grandparents’ :
names, name of school, school colors, degree earned and Mom Set Free - Bible Study
future plans. Please submit wallet-sized pictures or email to
kweers10@gmail.com. Thanks!! Sty Mavehegth

4:00pm
St. Paul's Lutheran Church
Jre— L(f )( Moms of any aged children are welcome to come and
‘M‘{)‘ n’ew

share in this Bible study focusing on freedom from the
pressure to be enough. The author of the text we will
be using says, "God chose you on purpose to parent the
children He has gifted toyou." Join us in a faith journey
for moms.

S b

Happy 100", Grace!

In February, Pastor Mark !
went home to celebrate his 1=
mom's 100" birthday. The f—\ k.
church sent a bouquet of flowers ‘

to help commemorate this. 6 5 '.
milestone. Happy Birthday!! _’




Lent began with the Ash g
Wednesday service that took ;
place February 18 with First

Communion for Confirmands.

At left, Pastor Mark gives the
Ash Wednesday message.

Below, the imposition of ashes

On ‘ch’nesd?zy, fFeﬁma:y 18 Junng the Ash 'Wed’nesf{ay Service, First Communion was feld for
Confinnation students.
A reception in fionor of the First Communion Confirmands was field afier the Ash Wednesday
service sponsored Gy Kendra K Weers and Family, the Nippert Family, and WWomen of the ELCA.
These students, along with their families, came forward to participate in their first
sacrament of Holy Communion.
Congratulations to Lily Ebeling, RiLynn Sasse, Lakeyn Sasse and Bria Day as they begin
their Confirmation journey and we give thanks to God who sent his son to bring us into a
relationship of love with one another.

LENTEN MEAL FELLOWSHIP 2026

The Lenten services started on February 25, 2026 with the Church Council providing the first meal of fish fry, French fries, cole slaw,
baked beans, cheddar biscuits, moose and Key Lime pie/Lemon Meringue pie/coffee cake for dessert. The pictures below are from the first
meal. THANK YOU to the Council and their families who provided the delicious meal and fellowship!

Subsequent meals will be featured in the April Newscaster.
i & ﬁ' m ’ﬁw LENTEN SERIES 2026

. R ‘ The five Lenten Services at St. Paul will feature the
e Megillot, 5 short Books of the Old Testament. Pastor
Mark will provide the message each week getting more
in-depth about these Books, putting it in context and

exploring the meaning,.
7 Most services are available on our YouTube
(| channel, and the printed sermons are available upon
request. Please join us each week before the service for
a meal provided by groups and individuals of the
church. Our Confirmation students will provide and
| serve one of the meals then have a short class following
" each service.
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March Birthdays

2 Karli Heidemann 15 Brian Hennerberg March Wedding
3 Jamie Hennerberg 17 Beckam Hemphill . .
4  Sherry Henrichs 19 Marlene Wollfen Annlversarles
4  Joshua Germer 19 Peyton Denner March 2, 1974
5 Nathan Beran 20 Ronda Duis @ Mr. & Mrs. Douglas & Cindy Lottman
6 Peggy Hemphill 21  Karter Sasse
12 Linda Holtmeier 21 Piper Hemphill March 6, 1976
12 Jim Bures 22 Norma Banahan & Mr. & Mrs. Charles & Janet Whitehead
12 Doyle Wolken 22 Vivian Nish
12 Sonia Sasse 23 Brett Landenberger March 27, 1976

13 Brian Weers 27  Aybrie Nippert 8 & Mr. & Mrs. Bob & Diane Wellsandt



VOLUNTEERS: If you are unable to serve on the Sunday(s) you are assigned, PLEASE arrange with
someone else to fill in and notify others in the assigned Sunday of the change. Thank You!

March 1 Sunday Worship Service March 8 Sunday Worship Service

With Holy Communion Worshio Assistant — Brian Weers
Worship Assistant — Jamie Schultis orsGlr;; etgilf gr; an Pr’etzer

Acolyte — Aubrey Roelfs Coffee Service — Briana Mahrt, Diane Wellsandt

Greeter — Dennis Nippert

Coffee Service — Leatha Christ

March 15 Sunday Worship Service
Worship Assistant — Gary Bergmeier
Greeter — Charles Barber
Coffee Service — Holli Pretzer, Marla Weichel

March 29 Sunday Worship Service

March 22 Sunday Worship Service aD Palm Sunday
Worship Assistant — Diane Wellsandt c/ alm Passion Sunday
G(eeter — Gary Bergme:er _ %ﬂ Worship Assistant — Gary Bergmeier
Coffee Service — Peg Hemphill, Shannon Stein Greeter — Jim Bures

Coffee Service — Sheri Schultis, Jennifer Warren

April 5 Sunday Worship Service
With Holy Communion
Easter Sunday
Worship Assistant — David Henrichs
Acolyte — Aubrey Roelfs
Greeter — Dean Pretzer
Coffee Service — Jill Bergmeier, Julie Schmidt
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www.stpauldiller.com

*  Facebook Page — St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Diller Nebraska
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